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What's the Word?
F R O M  P R E S I D E N T , P E G G Y  D U N C A N  

OUR MISSION
We raise funds for charitable
purposes for the comfort and

betterment of battered, abused,
homeless, disabled,

disadvantaged, military and
foster children within San Diego

County.

We Raise Money
From fundraisers, yearly

membership dues, special
events and contributions from

corporations, members and
concerned individuals.

We Help
By giving needed items to San
Diego County disadvantaged,
disabled and military children

either directly or through
accredited organizations that

support them.

Dear FOCUS Members and Friends of FOCUS,

It is a fun and exciting time of year, and we have several wonderful events coming up in the next few weeks. First is our
annual Holiday Boutique, happening THIS SATURDAY at the Coronado Cays Yacht Club. This beloved holiday
tradition is not possible without the hard work and planning of MANY volunteers, led again this year by the amazing
Sharyn Blongiewicz. We are so grateful to Sharyn! 

Reservations are now open for the annual FOCUS Holiday Party at the Coronado Cays Yacht Club on December 13. This
will be a super fun night with music and dancing to the Suenamis! We will be serving a delicious plated dinner - you can
choose grilled ribeye, pan-seared seabass or eggplant parmesan. And we will have some great raffle prizes and other
surprises. We have a lot to celebrate this year, so - dress in your holiday best and join us!

While we have much to celebrate, enjoy, and be thankful for, we recognize that many of our neighbors are struggling -
including children. Our work here at FOCUS is more important than ever, and we are working hard to make an even
bigger impact in 2026. We look forward to sharing some exciting plans with you very soon. 

In the meantime, I encourage you to embrace the spirit of this special season, stay well, and enjoy the moments that bring
us together. Thank you for your continued support and dedication to our cause.



Don't forget to come by our Holiday Boutique on Saturday! 
This event is happening - rain or shine. 

We will take necessary action to be sure that our vendors and 
guests have a wonderful time at the event - even if it's pouring.

Are you eager to get more involved with FOCUS but
don’t know where to begin? We’re excited to announce
some new changes coming in 2026, aimed at including
and engaging more of our members! To make things
easier, we’ll be breaking our initiatives into smaller,
more manageable parts, particularly regarding
Projects and the Gala.
If you’d like to learn more and find out 
how you can contribute, please reach 
out to Peggy Duncan at pduncan@focus-sdkids.org 
or Pat Robitaille at probitaille@focus-sdkids.org. 
We can’t wait to collaborate with you!

NEEDED
Volunteers





Recently, we were pleased to honor some of the
major donors who helped to make our 2025 Speakeasy
Gala a tremendous success. These guests were the
first to learn about our exciting theme for next
year's Gala: The FOCUS Disco Fever Fundraiser
will be back on 
the USS Midway on August 1, 2026! 



Projects& Grants
We are on fire! Last month, we got a cry from Urban Street Angels. BED BUGS.
FOCUS delivered sweats for all the kids so they could sterilize the clothes they had. Then we provided large heating bags for the mattresses
and sofas. What a crazy mess.

FOCUS is providing books and stuffed animals for 300 foster children with Voices for Children.

To top off October, FOCUS donated amazing amounts of food to the I.B. Food Pantry as part of Coronado's "Christmas in October." This
was a joint effort among many Coronado nonprofit organizations to restock this busy food pantry. We have to thank Bill and Sue McLeod
from ‘Got Your Back’ for partnering with us to bring 600 cans of green beans and 600 pasta packages down from Carlsbad. We added $1,500.00
worth of canned veggies and fruit, bread, canned meats, and boxed milk. That was in addition to our generous FOCUS members, who brought
food to our drop-off locations. Thank you for participating in this project (and allowing us to show Coronado how wonderful and generous
our FOCUS members are!)

Now for Next month…….
We have so many requests because times are tight.
Christie’s Place, whose mission is dedicated to serving women, children and families whose lives have been impacted by HIV/AIDS, has asked for
help with their Ugly Sweater Party. The San Diego Police Department, Community and Youth Services Division, is asking for bikes and gifts
for children needing help in tough neighborhoods. Just in Time is an organization that helps foster children achieve self-sufficiency. They
are also asking for gifts and items needed for the children they serve.

We are looking at a couple of new organizations….
HEY: Heal and Empower Youth, promotes healing and empowerment to the most vulnerable youth. They would like us to help them fill
their gift bags for these children.
The other new organization is ‘Next UP’. They help foster children navigate the ins and outs of life, including housing, medical needs,
transportation, computers….life!

We took some extra time to speak with the heads of a few of our long-time agencies. Storefront gives kids on the street a place to sleep, eat
and form a community. They are required to stay in High School. Most of them are running from parents with drug and alcohol abuse issues.
Many are running from physical abuse. Denise Donato-McConnell is our liaison at Storefront, and she reports that the kids need tablets to
complete homework and enjoy programming on Wi-Fi.

Youth Assistance Coalition (YAC) has asked for jeans for the young men coming into their center.

Please keep your eyes open for our voting this month. We have to be fast to get all the Holiday
merchandise out to our organizations timely.

I am still working with Silver Strand School to put together our “Adopt a Military Family” program. I will be in touch with all our members
who volunteered to help!

We truly appreciate your continued support, which makes a significant impact on the lives of children - especially during this season! Thank
you for being a valued part of our mission.



Thank you for coming to our October Member Meeting, which doubled as our
Membership Drive and Military Night. The VFW was a new venue for us, and our
members packed the house! Especially during this Veterans' Day, we are grateful to
our agency partners that support military families.

Membership
OCT

FOCUS Interns

Our FOCUS interns had the opportunity to tour
the David's Harp Foundation, whose mission is
"To inspire, educate, and empower system-
affected and homeless youth to achieve
academic success through music education, sound
engineering and multimedia production." Adrian
Cantero, David's Harp Community Engagement
Manager and a graduate of their program,
explained how they reach young people who
desperately need mentorship - often while
they're still in juvenile detention. They build
relationships and teach the skills that the young
people carry forward into successful careers in
music and video production. Several FOCUS
members also joined the tour, which was
inspiring for all. FOCUS is proud to partner with
an agency that is making a tremendous impact
on the lives of at-risk youth in our community.



A heartfelt thank you to our members who generously donated Halloween candy and assisted in filling
bags for the community event at Spreckels Park! We stuffed over 800 bags! The FOCUS booth was a
highlight for the children, featuring two activities alongside our wonderful candy bags. Special
thanks go out to our volunteers, including our fantastic FOCUS interns, who made the booth a
success! 
For the first time, we had some leftover candy, which we shared with kids at FOCUS partners Perkins
School and Harborside Elementary School.



FOCUS ... Bringing hope and help to San Diego County’s 
most vulnerable children since 1982.

Please join FOCUS (or renew your 2024 membership)
Good for January 1 to December 31
Your dues go directly to helping children in need
This QR code will  take you directly to the website
renewal page.  Please renew as soon as possible. 
The join/renew page can also be reached via our website:
www.focus-sdkids.org  
 Any questions will be answered
 by submitting to: 
 membership@focus-sdkids.org.

As always, donations are accepted 
and greatly appreciated by using
 this QR code.
Our website has a "Donations" 
opportunity as well:  
www.focus-sdkids.org

WE INVITE YOUR
SUPPORT

We are an all volunteer
organization comprised of men and
women from many walks of life. We
have one goal: helping to make life

better for San Diego County
children and teens in need.

LEARN MORE

Foster Care
Homelessness

Schools
Literacy

Safe Housing
Rehabilitation

Military
Health & Well-Being

Join /Renew

 Donate

New Sign Up Sheet 
for Volunteers! 

New members

FOCUS Volunteers Wanted!
Please check out our Volunteer Sign Up Sheet for some

wonderful opportunities to get involved with our agency
partners. There are new dates for serving dinner at YAC,

distributing food at Harborside Elementary, and helping out
in the classroom at the Perkins School.

You can also find the Sign Up Sheet by going to our website
(focus-sdkids.org) and scrolling to the bottom to find the

button marked "Click HERE to Volunteer!"

Mila Albertson
Francisco Bye
Margaret Moss
Mark O'Brien
Stephanie Petersen
Linda Silver
Ken Uyesugi

http://focus-sdkids.org/


November Birthdays

Upcoming Events 

FOCUS = Happy Kids

November 15th 
Holiday Boutique

Coronado Cays
Yacht Club
9:00 - 2:00

Saturday, December 13th
FOCUS Holiday Party

Coronado Cays Yacht Club
5:30

with the Suenamis!!

Contact us if you have access to items that would be
great for our silent or live auction!  

Consider helping us with this event.  Our annual gala
provides more than 90% of our funding for the entire
year, enabling us to do the life-changing work for local

kids in need.  We could use your help!  We’re working to
restructure the volunteer positions for the gala to make it

easier on everyone.  So when the call comes, please
consider joining us!

2 - Dave Fleck
6 - Sebrinna Gavzie
8 - Juliane Morris
16 - Carol Dobi
20 - Dana Langham
24 - Steve Bowman
26 - Ed Robitaille

Annual Member Meeting & Swearing In: 
January 15, 2026

FOCUS Disco Fever Fundraising Gala: 
August 1, 2026

New Sign Up Sheet 
for Volunteers! 

You can also find the Sign Up
Sheet by going to our website

(focus-sdkids.org) 


