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OUR MISSION We Raise Money We Help
We raise funds for charitable From fundraisers, yearly By giving needed items to San
purposes for the comfort and membership dues, special Diego County disadvantaged,
betterment of battered, abused, events and contributions from disabled and military children
homeless, disabled, corporations, members and either directly or through
disadvantaged, military and concerned individuals. accredited organizations that

foster children within San Diego / v

supp‘ort them.

What’s the Word? |

Dear FOCUS Members and Friends of FOCUS,

FALL 1S UPON US AND WE HAVE LOTS OF FUN PLANS AS WE NEAR THE END OF 2025’! PLEASE JOIN US AT THE FABULOUS FUNCTIONS DESCRIBED IN THIS
NEWSLETTER. ] WANT TO HIGHLIGHT OUR UPCOMING HoLipay ParRTY ON DECEMEBER 13' WE ARE EXCITED TO ANNOUNCE THAT THE FANTASTIC
LOCAL BAND THE SUENAMIS WILL BE OUR ENTERTAINERS FOR THE EVENING! THIS I$ SHAPING UP TO BE AN INCREDIBLY FUN AND FESTIVE NIGHT, SO

MARK YOUR CALENDARS AND GET YOUR DANCE MOVES READY NOW.

WE’RE ALSO EXCITED FOR OUR ANNUAL HoLipay BouTiQue oN NoveMEER 15. WE HAVE MORE (AND BETTER!) VENDORS THAN EVER BEFORE. WE
COULD STILL USE SOME VOLUNTEERS TO HELP RUN THIS EVENT AND TO DONATE SNACKS FOR OUR TREAT TABLE. PLEASE CHECK OUR Si6N Up GENIUS

FOR AVAILABLE SHIFTS. OR YOU CAN JUST EMAIL ME FOR MORE INFORMATION.

FINALLY, YOU WILL BE RECEIVING SOME EMAILS, ASKING FOR HELP AS WE PLAN FOR 2026. PLEASE COMPLETE OUR MEEMBER SURVEY - IT WILL TAKE
LESS THAN TEN MINUTES AND WILL REALLY HELP US IMPROVE YOUR MEMBER EXPERIENCE WITH FOCUS. ALSO - PLEASE THINK ABOUT SERVING ON
A FOCUS CommrttEE ok THE FOCUS Boarp oF DIRECTORS. NOMINATION FORMS WILL BE COMING OUT VERY SOON.

As WE INCH TOWARD THE HOLIDAY SEASON, I AM 5O GRATEFUL FOR THE COMMUNITY SUPPORT oF FOCUS. THis Is SUCH A SPECIAL ORGANIZATION,
RELYING SOLELY ON DEDICATED VOLUNTEERS TO CREATE A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT IN THE LIVES OF CHILDREN IN OUR AREA. THANK YOU FOR BEING A

PART OF THIS MEANINGFUL WORK!
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¥ FOCUS was honored to be recognized
by the Coronado Chamber of
Commerce dt this year's Celebrate ; '
Coronado! Community Awards CORONADO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE |
Dinner. The annual event recognizes el e VA
exemplary Coronado city. employees; FUCUS

* and also showcdses local .

organizations that havepeen x szmiff:;m o
members of the Chamber of
Commerce for many years. FOCUS _ g | o
was recognized for 35 years of suacisc e By o
membetship! FOCUS President Peggy

¥ qp'nccnf and FOCUS Membegship VPsy
Michaelle Arkin and Arie Van Vugt
were on hdnd to acceptithe award.




-8, September

We had a great meeting in September, where we heard from
one of our long-standing FOCUS partners, Nativity Prep
Academy. Kristin Haygood, the Nativity Prep Director of
Advancement, described the school'’s incredible curriculum.
Nativity Prep is an all-scholarship middle school for young
men and women from historically under-resourced
communities who represent the first generation of their
family to graduate from college. They support their students
long after they finish middle school, providing mentorship
and resources all the way through college and beyond.

We heard from Valerye Avalos who, along with her seven '
siblings, graduated from Nativity Prep. After completing her
college degree, Valerye returned to Nativity Prep, where she

now works with the next generation of students. Finally, we

heard from Nayomi, a current 7th grader, who expressed her
gratitude to FOCUS for providing the computers and other
resources that the Nativity Prep students use on a daily basis.

In addition to our guest speakers, FOCUS members received
an update on ongoing projects and volunteer opportunities,
and they were encouraged to get involved!!




MEMBERSHIP s s

IT’s THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN—TIME TO RENEW YOUR FOCUS mMeMBERSHIP! YOU CAN EASILY PAY YOUR
MEMBERSHIP DUES ONLINE OR AT ANY OF OUR UPCOMING EVENTS, ENSURING YOUR MEMBERSHIP REMAINS

ACTIVE THROUGH 2026.

IN THE NEXT MONTH, KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR A BRIEF SURVEY REGARDING OUR MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY.
WE’RE EXCITED TO ANNOUNCE PLANS TO MAKE THE DIRECTORY AVAILABLE ONLINE THROUGH A PASSWORD-
PROTECTED PORTAL, AS WELL AS IN PRINT FOR THOSE WHO PREFER A HARD COPY. YoUR INPUT WILL BE
INVALUABLE, SO PLEASE TAKE A MOMENT TO COMPLETE THE SURVEY WHEN IT ARRIVES. LET Us kNOW I1F
YOU’D LIKE TO BE INCLUDED IN THE DIRECTORY AND WHAT INFORMATION YOU’D LIKE TO SHARE WITH

FELLOW MEMBERS.

WE,RE ALSO HAPPY TO BE WORKING ON SOME EXTRA BENEFITS FOR MEMBERS WHO STAY CURRENT WITH THEIR

FOCUS MEMBERSHIP, SET TO ROLL OUT NEXT YEAR. SO - BE SURE TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP!

FOCUS INTERNS

Create hope.
1 Change lives.

FOCUs ™~
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Projects Report

Carla Bacon, VP of Projects
What a September we have had and October is picking up speed!

This month we gave Safe Harbor the means to print their Turtle Time
Books and stickers. These books teach children calming techniques to
help with verbal skills and appropriate behavior.

We have also helped Christie’s Place to host a community Halloween
event for the families of children with AIDS/HIV.

For the first time, FOCUS is supporting the Community and Youth Services
division of the San Diego Police by providing Thanksgiving meals to 20
families.

And, we purchased two special basketball retrieving machines for
children learning to play basketball, using a wheelchair. The agency is
called Roll to Success! We hope these machines make the play more
enjoyable and allow these children to become more self-confident!

FOCUS has chosen to help 10 families in Navy Housing (E-5 and below)
with dinner and gifts for the children for the Holidays. We would love a few
people to help each family. You can get together with friends or we will
assign groups. | already have some volunteers from our October vote.
Please contact me if you would like to join us in giving some happiness to
local Military families.

cbacon@focus-sdkids.org e W W |
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FRIENDS OF CHILDREN UNITED SOCIETY

Call for Nominations

Do you know someone who is a team player and is
ready to make a difference? Maybe it's YOU?
Join the FOCUS Board or a Committee and shape

the future of our organization together!

Watch your email for a
Nomination Form!

Our NoMINATING COMMITTEE WILL BE MEETING SOON TO FILL OUR SLATE OF BOARD
MEMBERS FOR 2026. PLEASE WATCH FOR A NOMINATION FORM AND NOMINATE
YOURSELF OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW WHO WOULD MAKE A MEANINGFUL CONTRIBUTION
TO OUR BoARD.

IF YOU DON’T WANT TO COMPLETE THE FORM, YOU CAN ALWAYS REACH OUT TO PEGGY
DUNCAN WITH YOUR SUGGESTIONS AT PDUNCAN@FOCUS-SDKIDS.ORG

WE arRE PROUD THAT FOCUS 1s RUN ENTIRELY BY VOLUNTEERS. BUT WE NEED MORE
HELP TO SPREAD THE LOAD! PLEASE CONSIDER STEPPING UP TO SERVE ON THE BOARD

OR A COMMITTEE. IT IS A WONDERFUL EXPERIENCE!
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FOCUS

% HOLIDAY BOUTIQUL

9AM -2PM / SATURDAY
% !: % NOVEMBER 15, 2025 : ié
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CORONADO CAYS YACHT CLUB
30 CARIBE CAY BOULEVARD

What a great way lo kick off vour holiday season!!.
Please join us for a huge selection of clothing,
handbags, accessories, jewelry, books, gourmet food
items, gifts of all kinds, paper goods, holiday decor,
designer chocolates, candles, hostess items and so much
more. Enjoy a complimentary champagne cocktail.
Coffee, pastries & snacks at no charge
Full bar will be available all day.

Stay for lunch~ a great taco bar will be offered @ $41!!

All proceeds benefit San Diego county children

$10 Entry
Questions?
info@focus-sdkids.org




New $ign Up Sheet
for Volunteers!

FOCUS Volunteers Wanted!

Please check out our Volunteer Sign Up Sheet for some
wonderful opportunities to get involved with our agency
partners. There are new dates for serving dinner at YAC,

distributing food at Harborside Elementary, and helping out
in the classroom at the Perkins School.

You can also find the Sign Up Sheet by going to our website
(focus-sdkids.org) and scrolling to the bottom to find the
button marked "Click HERE to Volunteer!"

oo 12
New members
d 3 |

Deberie Grobe
Erin Brophy

WE INVITE YOUR
SUPPORT
WE ARE AN ALL VOLUNTEER
ORGANIZATION COMPRISED OF MEN AND
WOMEN FROM MANY WALKS OF LIFE. WE
HAVE ONE GOAL: HELPING TO MAKE LIFE
BETTER FOR SaN Dieco County

CHILDREN AND TEENS IN NEED.

LEARN MORE

Foster Care
Homelessnhess
Schools
Literacy
Safe Housing
Rehabilitation
Military
Health & Well-Being

Join /Renew

Please join FOCUS (or renew your 2024 membership)
Good for January 1 to December 31

Your dues go directly to helping children in need
This QR code will take you directly to the website
renewal page. Please renew as soon as possible.

The join/renew page can also be reached via our website:
www.focus-sdkids.org

Any questions will be answered
by submitting to:
membership@focus-sdkids.org.
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Donate

As always, donations are accepted

and greatly appreciated by using
this QR code.

Our website has a "Donations"
opportunity as well:
www.focus-sdkids.org



http://focus-sdkids.org/

Upcoming Events

August 1, 2026: FOCUS Fundraising Gala -

theme to be revealed soon!
Contact us if you have access to items that would be
great for our silent or live auction!

Consider helping us with this event. Our annual gala
provides more than 90% of our funding for the entire
year, enabling us to do the life-changing work for local
kids in need. We could use your help! We’re working to
restructure the volunteer positions for the gala to make
it easier on everyone. So when the call comes, please
consider joining us!

October 16th
Annual Membership
Drive & Meeting
at Coronado VFW
5:30-8:30

October 22nd ®
Halloween Candy Bagging F
Bahama Clubhouse 4-6
Brlng a bag or 2 of candy and join us
for drinks and snacks!

October 24th
FOCUS Booth at Halloween
Happenings
Spreckels Park o
3:30-5:30

£

November 15th
Holiday Boutique
jé Coronado Cays
; 4 Yacht Club
S 9:00-2:00

SRRV
.‘,\?s 2% ¢ ,f(,', 07 - Sharon Sherman
‘S:Wﬂ;oo 15 - Michael Alves Saturday, December 13th
\\ /)) M
S Py # 19 - Carolyn Carswell FOCUS Holiday Party - 4
N Coronado Cays Yacht Club

: " 22 - Michaelle Arkin 5:30
30 - Fred Kallsen with the Suenamis!! -



