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What's the Word?
F R O M  P R E S I D E N T , P E G G Y  D U N C A N  

OUR MISSION
We raise funds for charitable
purposes for the comfort and

betterment of battered, abused,
homeless, disabled,

disadvantaged, military and
foster children within San Diego

County.

We Raise Money
From fundraisers, yearly

membership dues, special
events and contributions from

corporations, members and
concerned individuals.

We Help
By giving needed items to San
Diego County disadvantaged,
disabled and military children

either directly or through
accredited organizations that

support them.

Dear FOCUS Members and Friends of FOCUS,

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our Annual Member Meeting in January. Congratulations to our new Board of Directors - a
dedicated and talented group of volunteers who are already working hard to make this a fun and successful year at FOCUS. There are
lots of ways to support them - feel free to reach out to me or any of our Board members to learn about volunteer opportunities and
committees. 

We have several fun events planned in February. Check out the details in this newsletter. In particular, please mark your calendar for
February 25 - grab your dinner at the Coronado Chipotle and 25% of the proceeds will go to FOCUS Interns as they raise money to
support local efforts to help kids in need. Also - I am hosting a Wine & Cheese on February 19 for any new (or not so new) members who
want to learn more about how to engage with FOCUS. Details below.

Finally - be sure to mark your calendar for our annual fundraising gala on August 2. Our incredible gala team is already working hard
and this will be an incredibly fun event! You do not want to miss it! Most of our events are on the calendar on our website, and we will
continue to update and improve the website throughout this year.

Thank you for being a part of our journey as we bring hope to those who need it the most.



President: Peggy Duncan
Executive VP: Heidi Iversen
Secretary: Peggy Curtin
Treasurer: Linda Plambeck/Carol Dobi
VP, Fundraising: Kim Cimini
VP, Marketing: Heather Canton
VP, Membership: Michaelle Arkin/Arie Van Vugt
VP, Projects: Carla Bacon/Rhonda Fleming
VP, Technology: Jill McCormack/Pat Robitaille

to the incoming 2025
Board of Directors

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our Annual Member Meeting on January 14. Outgoing President Sharyn
Blongiewicz was honored for her more than 25 years of service to FOCUS. Coronado Mayor John Duncan presented her
with a City Proclamation, which designated January 14, 2025 as "Sharyn Blongiewicz Day." He then swore in our new
President, Peggy Duncan, along with the amazing incoming FOCUS Board members. 2025 promises to be another
wonderful year at FOCUS! 
(Thank you to Joel Ortiz for the photos.)







Projects is off to a running start. Rhonda Fleming and Becki Lock are a quick study, and we are setting new projects up
for the upcoming year!

Please take the time to vote on projects and offer to shop. We are going to expand the need for shoppers by growing
our agency base. We will also have more opportunities to get involved with hands on projects like food distribution.

Did you know that 100,000 children in San Diego County face hunger daily.
38% of all food produced goes unsold or uneaten each year. We can help reduce hunger in San Diego by rescuing this

unsold food and getting it into the hands of children in need.
FOCUS is having an impact on San Diego County!

Carla Bacon
Vice-President, Projects



FOCUS
Interns

Our FOCUS Internship Program is going strong. Several of our
interns recently helped prepare and serve a homemade hot meal
to fellow teens at the Youth Assistance Coalition downtown. They

are working on an exciting new project this Spring, starting with
the February 25th fundraiser at Chipotle. (Details in this

newsletter!). Come grab a burrito and help these young men and
women make a difference in our community!



FOCUS SINGLES
Join us for a pre-Valentines Day Trivia

event at Quigley Winery on February 11,
Tuesday evening. happy Hour begins at 4
till 6 and Trivia starts at 6:30. Snacks will
be provided along with a sweet treat for

the holiday. There will be a cash bar.

WHEN: Tuesday, 2/11
WHERE: Quigley Fine Wines, 1551 Fourth

Ave. San Diego
RSVP to Dianne: 925-984-3550 or

dianfolsom@aol.com
We will try to arrange car pools.



Wine Tasting at Quigley (FOCUS Holiday Party Raffle Prize)

At the FOCUS Holiday Party, we raised over $5,000 with our raffle. The
Shapiros offered a wine tasting as one of the Raffle Prizes. In addition to

the raffle, 3 more tastings were sold for $1,000 each. When Jeff wanted to
uplevel the offering, he contacted Pat Robitaille to have her partner with
them and offer food pairings. Two events have been held thusfar, and all

attendees were very pleased with the experience. 
You won't want to miss out if this comes up again



Please join FOCUS (or renew your 2024 membership)
Good for January 1 to December 31
Your dues go directly to helping children in need
This QR code will  take you directly to the website
renewal page.  Please renew as soon as possible.  To be
included in the 2024 Annual Membership directory we
must receive your payment not later than March 15th.
The join/renew page can also be reached via our website:
www.focus-sdkids.org  
 Any questions will be answered
 by submitting to: 
 membership@focus-sdkids.org.

As always, donations are accepted 
and greatly appreciated by using
 this QR code.
Our website has a "Donations" 
opportunity as well:  
www.focus-sdkids.org

Volunters Needed

WE INVITE YOUR
SUPPORT

We are an all volunteer
organization comprised of men and
women from many walks of life. We
have one goal: helping to make life

better for San Diego County
children and teens in need.

LEARN MORE

Foster Care
Homelessness

Schools
Literacy

Safe Housing
Rehabilitation

Military
Health & Well-Being

Host a FOCUS Monthly Meeting 
(room setup/check-in)

Serve Dinner at Youth Assistance
Coalition

Join /Renew

 Donate

FOCUS ... Bringing hope and help to San Diego County’s 
most vulnerable children since 1982.

February
Birthdays

Feb 4 - Bonnie Garrett
Feb 9 - Pat Bowler
Feb 10 - Allison Shapiro
Feb 12 - Fred Eckert
Feb 13 - Lesley Angelino
Feb 16 - Karin Morris
Feb 18 - Yoe Kusumoto
Feb 20 - Douglas Chesler
Feb 22 - Lorna Perez-Caster
Feb 23 - KC Muscolino
Feb 27 - Tami Dorr



Upcoming Events 

New members

Remembering...

Heather Canton
Leslie Del Prado
Jeff Dunigan
Aldin Esparza
Sebrinna Gavzie
Becky Lock
Bill McLeod

Sue McLeod
Rene Murphy
Maria Pease
Georgina Uda
Alyce Vessey
Christy Ward

Lucile Fleming
FOCUS SINGLES

Join us for a pre-Valentines Day Trivia
event at Quigley Winery on February 11,

Tuesday evening. happy Hour begins at 4
till 6 and Trivia starts at 6:30. Snacks will
be provided along with a sweet treat for

the holiday. There will be a cash bar.

WHEN: Tuesday, 2/11
WHERE: Quigley Fine Wines, 1551 Fourth

Ave. San Diego
RSVP to Dianne: 925-984-3550 or

dianfolsom@aol.com
We will try to arrange car pools.


