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What's the Word?
F R O M  P R E S I D E N T , S H A R Y N  B L O N G I E W I C Z  

OUR MISSION
We raise funds for charitable
purposes for the comfort and

betterment of battered, abused,
homeless, disabled,

disadvantaged, military and
foster children within San Diego

County.

We Raise Money
From fundraisers, yearly

membership dues, special
events and contributions from

corporations, members and
concerned individuals.

We Help
By giving needed items to San
Diego County disadvantaged,
disabled and military children

either directly or through
accredited organizations that

support them.

Dear FOCUS Members and Friends of FOCUS,

Second Chance and David’s Harp speakers, Bill Payne and Brandon
Steppe entertained us with great stories at our February meeting. They
told us how they provide valuable training and support to help San Diego
youth get their lives back on track.  Upcoming monthly Membership
Meetings provide a chance to learn how FOCUS support immeasurably
helps change and improve the lives of so many children.

My message at that meeting and here today is this:  When you are asked
to volunteer or to serve on a committee … please do. Whether it is time or
treasure, we need your help.  You will be given a variety of opportunities
to support FOCUS this year.  Each offers the chance to have fun and
make friends while providing an invaluable service to our community.   
We really do make a difference in the lives of many children.  Thank you!



FOCUS announces Annual Gala



Volunters Needed

WE INVITE YOUR
SUPPORT

We are an all volunteer
organization comprised of men and
women from many walks of life. We
have one goal: helping to make life

better for San Diego County
children and teens in need.

LEARN MORE

Foster Care
Homelessness

Schools
Literacy

Safe Housing
Rehabilitatio0n

Military
Health & Well-Being

Host a FOCUS Monthly Meeting 
(room setup/check-in)

Work on the Gala Committee 
(varying roles)

Serve Dinner at Youth Assistance
Coalition

Please join FOCUS (or renew your 2023 membership)
Good for January 1 to December 31
Your dues go directly to helping children in need
This QR code will  take you directly to the website
renewal page.  Please renew as soon as possible.  To be
included in the 2024 Annual Membership directory we
must receive your payment not later than March 15th.
The join/renew page can also be reached via our website:  
www.focus-sdkids.org  
 Any questions will be answered
 by submitting to: 
 membership@focus-sdkids.org.

As always, donations are accepted 
and greatly appreciated by using
 this QR code.
Our website has a "Donations" 
opportunity as well:  
www.focus-sdkids.org

Join /Renew

 Donate

FOCUS ... Bringing hope and help to San Diego County’s 
most vulnerable children since 1982.

Wel
come New 
Members!

Zachary Anderson
Jaycee Anderson 
Kim Cimini
Mary Ann Carroll



Join the fun!
Mar 21 - FOCUS Dinner/Meeting at CCYC

Guest Speakers: 

Fernando Hernandez, Principal of Perkins
Elementary School (K-8th grade) in Barrio

Logan. Principal Hernandez will discuss how 
he and his dedicated staff deal with the 

extra "stressors" - homelessness, divorce 
or family separation, and trauma that 

these students experience.

Danielle Maske from Safe Harbor Coronado
(they provide comprehensive social, behavioral,

emotional, and mental health programs and
counseling to empower Coronado youth, their

families, and 
our community.

Reservations: $35/person at
focusmar.givesmart.com

June 1- Rummage Sale
Save all your great items to donate. All

information and details will follow. 
Please direct questions to: 
rclapp@focus-sdkids.org 

July 13th - FOCUS "Light Up The Night" 
Annual Gala on USS Midway

Reservations: FocusGala24.givesmart.com

Upcoming Events 

March 3 - Ethel Kallsen
March 8 - Frank Spitzer
March 9 - Paul Granger

    March 10 - Anthea Rodget
    March 12 - Denise Donato-McConnell

March 12 - Amy Eberle
  March 23 - Anne Nuttall

    March 31 - Donna Sorenson

RUMMAGE SALE
The FOCUS rummage sale has been rescheduled

to early September.  When you do your Spring
cleaning be sure to save your saleable items to be

donated to FOCUS.   The exact date will be
confirmed in the April newsletter.  It's a lot of fun

and camaraderie so be prepared to help out !

http://focusfeb.givesmart.com/
mailto:rclapp@focus-sdkids.org
http://focusgala24.givesmart.com/


1.David's Harp
2. Mom- Military Outreach Ministries
3. Nativity Prep Academy
4. Birthline
5. Solutions for Change
6. Got Your Back
7. Storefront- San Diego Youth Services
8. I Care - San Diego Youth Services
9. Youth Assistance Coalition
10. Perkins school PreK - 8th grade

Total Distribution is $78,000.00 for this year!
This is in addition to our projects voted on monthly.

The following agencies have been awarded an annual grant to
cover most needed monthly expenses

LOOKING FOR “HANDS ON” OPPORTUNITY TO
HELP SAN DIEGO YOUTH?

Every FIRST Tuesday of the month, FOCUS
volunteers provide dinner (entree, salad and

dessert) for approximately 40-50 youth
people at YAC facility in Barrio Logan.

This is a great opportunity to see what YAC
provides and the wonderful safe and

compassionate environment they provide.  If
interested pls contact, Jeri Barsz at 

619-519-5132 or email:  
jeraldinemarie@yahool.com

cbacon@focus-sdkids.org

The Friends of Children United Society
(FOCUS) traces its origins to early 1982 in

Coronado, California. A national
organization known as WAIF (founded by

actress Jane Russell) served as a source of
inspiration to a group of dedicated and

highly motivated women in the Coronado
Cays to found FOCUS. From WAIF to

FOCUS reflects a number of changes and
associations with organizations like The

Travelers’ Aid Society and Friends of
Travelers before becoming the locally well-

known and highly respected organization
now known as FOCUS. The FOCUS name

was created by Bobbe Cetti and the
original logo was designed by Ruth

Friedman.

The motivation and drive of the women
involved in creating FOCUS was centered
on improving the quality of life for needy
and abused children in San Diego County.
This commitment and the pressing needs
of children continued and FOCUS evolved

to meet the ever-growing challenge. In
2009, FOCUS became more inclusive with

the invitation to men to join our
membership. Advances in technology

required FOCUS to adapt and enhanced
communication methods with the

establishment of a website and Facebook
link. The additional association with

Amazon Smile provided a means of funding
and membership involvement.

Through increased membership, the
success of major fundraisers and

countywide recognition, FOCUS has
broadened its scope with fulfillment of

larger requests, year round grants, vehicle
purchases and the more critical, urgent

needs of our charity partners. Because of
our members and all who have contributed

their expertise, finances, and services to
the organization, FOCUS continues the

original mission to assist the needy
children of San Diego County today.


